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Name of meeting: Licensing & Safety Committee 
Date: 4th November 2015   
 
Title of report: Taxi & Private Hire Licensing - Fees 
 
Is it likely to result in spending or 
saving £250k or more, or to have a 
significant effect on two or more 
electoral wards? 

Not Applicable 

Is it in the Council’s Forward Plan? 
 

Yes 

Is it eligible for “call in” by Scrutiny?
 

Not Applicable 

Date signed off by Director & name 
 
Is it signed off by the Director of 
Resources? 
 
Is it signed off by the Assistant 
Director - Legal, Governance & 
Monitoring? 
 

Jacqui Gedman - 15.10.2015 
 
David Smith - 14.10.2015 
 
 
Julie Muscroft - 15.10.2015 

Cabinet member portfolio 
 

Cllr Steve Hall 
Planning, Highways & Open Spaces 
 

 
Electoral wards affected and ward councillors consulted: ALL 
 
Public or private: Public 
. 
 
 
1 Purpose of report 
 
1.1 For the Licensing Committee to determine approval for new fees for taxi and 

private hire licensing. To also consider the objections received from the taxi 
and private hire trade regarding fees and charges and to set a date for the fees 
to come into force with or without modification.  

 
1.2  Fees levied must be reasonable and should be set at a level to enable full cost 

recovery for the appropriate licensing services provided, so as to avoid any 
additional financial burden on the Council Tax Payer. 
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2         Background 
 
2.1 Sections 53 and 70 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 

1976 (“the Act”) allow the Council to charge fees for the grant of licences in 
respect of hackney carriage and private hire drivers, vehicles and operators. 
The legislation specifies the elements that can be included in the cost of the 
licence fee.  

 
2.2     The cost of issue and administration can be recovered in drivers’ licence fees. 

In respect of vehicle and operator licences the reasonable cost of inspecting 
and enforcement may be charged. Additionally, the reasonable cost of 
providing hackney carriage stands and any reasonable administrative or other 
costs in connection with the foregoing and with the control and supervision of 
hackney carriages and private hire vehicles can be included in the fees.  

 
2.3     The cost for the enforcement of unlicensed drivers, vehicles or operators cannot 

be included in the calculation. The Council cannot make a profit from licence 
fees and there must be a carry forward of any surplus. There can also be 
recovery of any deficit. 

 
2.4  The last inflationary increase in licensing fees was implemented in October 

2014.  That increase was at the then rate of inflation in recognition of the 
economic downturn.  
 
The proposed increases and decreases in fees are necessary to ensure the 
Licensing Section receives appropriate resources to:- 
 

i. carry out its administrative and inspection activities and maintain its 
enforcement role. 
 

ii. ensure that the section receives sufficient resources to ensure 
continued service delivery 

 
iii. achieve cost recovery. 

 
3.  Deregulation Act 2015 
 
3.1  The purpose of the ‘Deregulation Act is:  
 

i. to make provision for the reduction of burdens resulting from 
legislation for businesses or other organisations or for individuals  
 

ii. make provision for the repeal of legislation which no longer has 
practical use  

 



3 
 

\\Sancifs\highways\Shared\Cabinet\2015-2016\Licensing Reports\2015-11-04 - November 2015\Taxi & Private Hire Licensing 
Fees\2015-11-04_Licensing & Safety Committee_Taxi & Private Hire Licensing_Fees.doc 

iii. make provision about the exercise of regulatory functions and for 
connected purposes  
 

3.2  The Act is some 169 pages and covers a multitude of issues.  
 
3.2.1 In summary the amendments to the Deregulation Act will change the legislation 

affecting taxis and private hire vehicles in two ways:  
 

i. Allowing private hire operators to sub-contract bookings to 
operators licensed in a different district. The basis of this is the 
belief that this would improve an operator’s ability to meet 
passengers' needs and make the passengers experience more 
convenient  
 

ii.  Making the standard duration for all taxi and PHV driver licences   
3 years. Shorter durations will only be granted on a case-by-case 
basis. This, the Government considers will reduce the financial 
and administrative burden of having to make more frequent 
licence renewals. 

 
4. Challenge to Proposed Fees and Charges  
 
4.1     On 23rd July 2015, a draft schedule of the proposed taxi and private hire fees 

and charges for the financial year 2015/16 was put out to consultation with the 
trade. A copy of the original proposals is attached at Appendix 1 of this report.  

 
4.2  A number of representations have been received from the trade and trade 

representatives. They object to the fees regarding drivers’ badges on the 
grounds that they are excessive. No representations have been received 
regarding the reductions in vehicle licensing fees’. Copies of the consultation 
responses are at Appendix 2  

 
4.3    Following receipt of the objections the Council has been in dialogue with trade 

representatives providing information on the fees setting process and 
responding to queries. 

 
4.4    From the information supplied on the fees in Appendix 1 the trade have 

identified one specific error which has been corrected. Despite this the 
objection has not been withdrawn.  

 
4.5     The Council’s process for setting the taxi and private hire fees and charges has 

not undergone detailed assessment for a number of years. With the 
introduction of changes to licence durations it was felt that a detailed costs 
assessment must be carried out on this occasion.  The assessment is 
represented by the spreadsheet in Appendix 4 
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4.6     Licensing accounts are subject to annual inspection by the council’s finance and 

audit team and no anomalies have been reported.  
 
4.7    The Licensing & Safety Committee must consider the objections; approve the 

taxi and private hire fees and charges for 2015/16 with or without modification 
and set a date for implementation which must be no later than 13th November 
2015. 

  
5.  Legal Requirements 
 
5.1  As required by Section 70 of the Act, a notice was published in the 

Huddersfield Examiner and Dewsbury Reporter advertising the fees and 
charges and confirming they would take effect from 13th November 2015. 

 
6. Detailed Proposals 
 
6.1 An increase is proposed across all discretionary fees covering taxi & private 

hire driver and operator licensing. A decrease is proposed in respect of 
licensed vehicle fees. (Members are reminded that fees relating to licences 
issued under the Licensing Act for alcohol, entertainment, and late night 
refreshment activities, are set by central government and have not been 
increased since the Act came into force in 2005.)   

 
6.2 The full range of proposed fees for taxi and private hire licensing are at 

Appendix 3. The fee setting processing combines all of the business support 
officers and licensing officer’s average timings for carrying out their functions 
for the particular application process and management of that licence. The 
timings have been established for the average application or licence, that being 
one that fits the norm rather than a complex or simple application. Although 
there will be applications and licences that are more or less complex than the 
norm, these tend to balance each other out. The rates  have been calculated 
for each of the different bands of officers involved in the process which takes 
into account not only the officer’s salary costs but also the direct costs 
associated with that licensing regime, e.g. central service recharges such as 
HR, IT building maintenance to direct charges for legal, Committee Services, 
etc.  

 
6.3 To calculate the fee the officer’s hours are put together and the costs for those 

timings established. The total amount is then deemed to be the reasonable fee 
for that application process and to ensure compliance for that particular licence  
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7.  Resource Implications 
 
7.1 Proposed fees will help maintain the level of Licensing’s enforcement role 

across all licensable activities, including maintaining vehicle and driver 
standards within the Kirklees taxi and private hire fleet. 

 
8. Consultees & their opinions 
  
8.1 Trade and Members.  Appendix 1 gives the trade responses. No Member 

opinions recorded 
 
9.   Cabinet portfolio holder recommendation  
 

Portfolio Holder, Cllr Steve Hall, has noted the report and would like to 
 recommend that Cabinet approve the proposals in full in order that the current 
 level of service delivery be maintained. 
 
10.  Officer recommendations 
 
10.1 Officers recommend, that Cabinet approve the new fees structure, set out in 

Appendix 3, for implementation with effect from 13th November 2015. 
 
11.  Contact officer and relevant papers 

Catherine Walter 
Licensing, Local Land Charges & Highways Registry Manager 
Tel: 01484 221000 
Email: catherine.walter@kirklees.gov.uk 
 
Neal Fearns 
Head of Building Control & Licencing 
Tel: 01484 221000 
Email: neal.fearns@kirklees.gov.uk 

 

Papers: 

Appendix 1: First draft proposed fees 

Appendix 2: Consultation responses 

Appendix 3: Final proposed fees 

Appendix 4: Spreadsheet showing fee analysis 

 

10.  Assistant director responsible  

Paul Kemp 
Assistant Director – Place 
Tel: 01484 221000 
Email: paul.kemp@kirklees.gov.uk 
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Date: Monday, 28 July 2015
 
Dear Member 
 
Re:  Proposed changes to taxi and private hire fees and licences.  
 
From the 1st October 2015, Kirklees Council will be making Hackney Carriage & Private Hire 
Driver licenses (badges) available for a period of three years. 
 
The implementation will be introduced over a rolling period so that three year grants of a 
Drivers Badge will coincide with the 3 yearly DBS renewal. 
 
This means, any existing driver due for a new DBS from the 1st October this year will be allowed 
a three year badge subject to meeting all other criteria for a three year badge.  If a DBS is not 
due until the following year, then a driver will be issued with a 1 year badge but may next year 
on renewal and after completion of the DBS receive a 3 year badge.  Similarly, if a driver 
renewing after 1st October had his DBS last year, he can have a two year badge and once the 
DBS is renewed in 2 years’ time, he can then have a 3 year badge.  
 
Also on the 1st October changes to the duration of a Private Hire Operator Licences also come 
into effect. From that date, licences may be granted for a period of up to 5 years.  
 
As part of the changes to badge duration we will also be delivering some driver refresher 
training to all existing badge holders.  This training will be free of charge and drivers have now 
been written to with an invitation to attend on a specific date.  If a driver cannot attend on the 
date they have been allocated, it is imperative that they contact the office to make alternative 
arrangements. If they fail to attend the training and fail to make alternative arrangements then 
they may find that their badge renewal is delayed until such time they have completed the 
training.  I would welcome your support in encouraging drivers to attend the training. 
 
The changes to licences will also have an impact on current fee charges and all our fees have 
recently been reviewed and a new table of proposed fees is attached for your information.   
 
You will note that whilst some fees have increased others have reduced – in some cases quite 
significantly.   
 
Any  objections  in  respect  of  the  above  proposals  must  be  submitted  in  writing  to  the 
undersigned by 22nd August 2015.    If no objections are  received  the varied  fees  listed above 
shall come into effect on the 1st October 2015. 
 
Yours Sincerely 
 
Catherine Walter 
Licensing Manager 
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Taxi Licensing 2015 
 

 

 

  Current  Proposed  Difference 

New Driver Application 1 year 
(includes DBS) 

£265.40    £234.00 
 

‐£31.40 

New Driver Application 3 Year 
(includes DBS) 

               £420.00   
      

Driver Renewal 1 Year 
(No DBS) 

     £52.50          £90.00       +£37.50 

Driver Renewal 3 Year 
(including DBS) 

          £333.00        
 

New Vehicle Licence 1 year 
 

£257.60    £230.00 
 

      ‐£27.60 

Vehicle Renewal 1 year 
 

      £206.10          £177.00        ‐£29.10 

Operator Licence (2 vehicles or less) 
1 year 

£98.00 
    

£93.00  ‐£5.00 

Operator Licence (2 vehicles or less) 
5 years 

  £433.00   

 
Operator Licence (3 vehicles or more) 

1 year 

 
£206.55 

 
£227.00 

 
+£20.45 

Operator Licence (3 vehicles or more)  
5 years 

  £1,115.00   
 

Vehicle Transfer  £38.25 
 

£50.00 
 

+£11.75 
 

                   Duplicate Vehicle Licence  
 

£18.50  £10.50  ‐£8.00 

Vehicle Change 
 

£254.60  £173.00  ‐£81.60 

Please see below examples of how the fee changes impact on two 
of the most common applications 

 
 
 

New driver and New Vehicle 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Current Combined Cost 
 

£522.60 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Proposed Combined 
Cost 

£464.00 

 
 
 
 
 

Overall saving for 
drivers =£58.60 

 

 
 

Driver and vehicle renewal 
 

 
Current Combined Cost 

£258.60 

 
Proposed Combined 

Cost 
£267.00 

 

 
Overall drivers will pay 

additional £2.30 
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Appendix 3

Current
Annual
Fees

Proposed
Annual
Fees

+ Increase /
- Reduction

1st October 2015

New Driver Application
(Incl. DBS check £56.00 fee) £265.40 £234.00 -£31.40

New Vehicle £257.60 £230.00 -£27.60

Existing Driver Renewal
(Excl. DBS £56.00 fee only payable when check required) £52.50 £90.00 +£37.50

Existing Vehicle Renewal £212.20 £177.00 -£35.20

Operator Licence (2 vehicles or less)
(Excl. DBS £56.00 fee only payable when check required) £98.00 £93.00 -£5.00

Operator Licence (3 vehicles or more)
(Excl. DBS £56.00 fee only payable when check required) £206.55 £227.00 +£20.45

Vehicle Change £257.60 £230.00 -£27.60

Transfer of Vehicle £38.25 £40.00 +£1.75

Duplicate Vehicle Licence £18.50 £10.50 -£8.00

Total Cost
of

Annual Licence over 
3 yrs

New
3 Yr

Licence
proposed fee

Total Cost
of

Annual Licence 
over 5 yrs

New
5 Yr

Licence
proposed fee Saving

New Driver Application
(Incl. DBS check £56.00 fee in first year only) £420.00 £401.00 -£19.00

Existing Driver Renewal
(Excl. DBS £56.00 fee only payable when check required) £276.00 £258.00 -£18.00

Operator Licence (2 vehicles or less)
(Excl. DBS £56.00 fee only payable when check required) £484.00 £445.00 -£39.00

Operator Licence (3 vehicles or more)
(Excl. DBS £56.00 fee only payable when check required) £1,181.00 £1,144.00 -£37.00

All licences exceeding one year, assume an annual inflation increase of 2%.

Assumes inflation@2% in Yrs 2 & 3 Assumes inflation@2% in Yrs 2 - 5



Notes

Licence fee £93.60 to be paid up front,

no refund if application unsuccessful.



Licensing HC/PH Costings 2015/16 Appendix 4

Type of Licence

New HC/PH 

driver

12 months

New HC/PH 

driver

3 Yr Licence

Driver Renewal 

12 months

Driver Renewal 

3 Yr Licence

New Vehicle 

PH/HC & 

Vehicle 

Change

12 months 

only

Vehicle Renewal 

PH or HC

12 months

only

Operator 2

or less

12months

Operator 2

or less 

5 Yr Licence

Operator 3+ 

12months

Operator 3+ 

5 Yr Licence

Transfer 

of a 

Vehicle

Number of applications per year 5,400 300 2323 522 1973 57 47 178

BSO Av Total minutes/Lic 60 90 30 60 45 30 16.2 16.2 16.2 16.2 30
Licensing staff Av Total minutes/Lic 6 8 1 3 2.3 2.3 10 10 10 10 1

Staff & Overhead Costs £88.00 £238.50 £77.00 £228.30 £106.00 £105.55 £92.95 £444.95 £226.95 £1,143.95 £51.06

Committee/Officer Panels, medicals, ongoing 
administration, complaints, transport, etc
Equipment, Supplies & Services £13.50 £30.00 £13.00 £29.70 £13.00 £5.45 £0.05 £0.05 £0.05 £0.05 £0.05

DVLA, unmet demand, badges, map, etc.
Vehicle Equipment & Services £111.00 £66.00

Signs, plates, inspection, hpi, etc
SUB TOTAL £ £101.50 £268.50 £90.00 £258.00 £230.00 £177.00 £93.00 £445.00 £227.00 £1,144.00 £51.11

Extra's

Driver Training Course no vat £76.50 £76.50

DBS (old CRB)  £56.00 no vat £56.00 £56.00 When Required When Required When Required
When Required

x 2 When Required
When Required

x 2

Full

Increase

not applied

Proposed Fees for Oct 2015 £234.00 £401.00 £90.00 £258.00 £230.00 £177.00 £93.00 £445.00 £227.00 £1,144.00 £40.00

16/10/2015Appendix 4.F.xlsx
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